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MIAT*S  NEV/S  IN  TIiE  IMJRIiETS? 
(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  April  7,  1950) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Apr.  4  NeTfboYm  apples  and  YJinter  Nelis  pears  remain  the 

Best  Buys  in  fruit. 

In  the  Good  Buy  class  this  week  are  Imperial  Valley  grapefruit,  lemons ^ 
and  Valencia  oranges  from  Tulare  county, 
Mexican  hano.nas_  are  a  Fair  Buy, 

Still  in  the  luxury  class  are  sjrawhorries,  Q^vocado^s,  and  pineapples. 
The  week's  Best  Buys  from  the  vegotablo  bin  include  asparagus  (better 

quality  and  loT/cr  priced),  caulif loi7cr,  and  dry  onions,  especially  yellow  Globes, 
Artichokes  are  a  Good  Buy,  along  vn.th  spinach  and  hothouse  rhubarb  from 

Washington, 

Fair  Buys  are  cabbage,  celery,  peas,  lettuce,  and  soft  squash  (slightly 
lower)-. 

Moat  ,  ' 

Demand  has  continued  slow  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  meat  market  for 
practically  all  classes-,  except  com  beef  which  has  sold  readily  at  prices  $2,00 
per  hundred^roight  higher.    The  supply  of  veal  and  calf  has  increased  by  shipments 
from  the  m5.d-west.     In  the  lamb  division,  about  three-fourths  of  the  slaughter 
has  been  spring  lamb  —  .fZ.OO  per  hundrodvrcight  lovrcr,    A  broadened  dem.and 
cleared  supplies  of  £ork  loins  at  unchanged  prices  the  past  week.     Smoked  hams 
have  dropped  $1,00  per  hundredweight,  v/hilo  all  other  pork  items  have  hold 
unchanged  in  price. 


MORE 
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Butter 

Buttor  prices  arc  -anchangcd  from  a  wook  ago  in  the  San  Francisco  -vTliolesale 
market  as  supplies  of  top  grades  continue  fully  ample  for  the  moderate  demand, 
A  sharp  curtailment  in  shipments  of  butter  from  the  mid-vrost  has  given  some 
relief  to  the  hca^/y  local  production^  -vvhich  is  around  24  percent  larger  than  a 
year  ago,.    Grades  A&Aal(lst  Quality)  butter  are  quoted  to  retailors  at  64-1/2  to 
67  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints;  Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  is  quoted 
at  62-1/2  to  63-1/2  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints. 

Eggs  — 

Pre-Easter  demand  has  improved  the  market  for  eggs,.    Prices  are  little 
changed.    Grade  "A"  Mediums  in  especially  heavy  supply  have  dropped  1-cent  to  a 
quotation  to  retailers  of  39  to  40  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,.    But  Grade  "A" 
Large  have  held  unchanged  at  a  quotation  of  42  to  43  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons, 
as  have  Grade  "A"  Smalls  at  32  to  34  cents. 

Poultry  — 

All  dressed  young  chickens  (broilers,  fryers  and  roasters)  have  advanced 
1  to  2  cents  per  pound  from  a  week  ago,  virith  the  result  that  some  resistance  to 
prices  has  been  reported  in  the  wholesale  poultry  market.    Hens,  turkeys,  squabs 
and  rabbits  arc  all  unchanged  in  price,  but  dressed  ducks  have  dropped  4  cents 
per  pound.     Generally,  all  classes  are  in  adequate  supply  for  the  moderate  demand, 

*  *  * 
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I'  ^       ^  mm^B  iws  IN  Tim  marig^ts? 

/f  tJ\  ^  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  v^eek  ended  April  14,  1950) 

//  SAIT  FPJ'xr^CISGO,  Apr,  11-—-  ^'^j-^'^S'l'i^l.  ^i^"^®  dropped  in  price  to  become  a  Best 

Buy,  along  vfith  asp^^ragus,  caulifloT/er,  dry  ojnioris  (especially  yelloi:  Globes  and 
Australian  Brovms),  and  ^^^-^'"^       hea'^ier  supply  and  loirer  priced. 

This  Yjeok^s  Good  Buys  frora  the  vo^etablo  bin  Include  carrots,  p_eaj_, 
and  hothous^e  rhubarb  from  Tifashington, 
C_ele^ry  and  £pinach  are  Pair  Buys, 

In  the  fruit  division,  N^irboTOi  Q-PPl^J         Winter  Neji^s  P£ar3_  are  still  the 
Best  Buyse 

Good  Buys  are  Imperial  "VsJley  grapG£i'''^'"Lt,  3nic._ll_  lemon. s,  and  lar£e  Valencia 
oranges, 

Date£_  from  Goachella  Valley  and  bananas  arc  Fair  Buys  this  Traek, 
Meat  — 

Trading  has  been  someirhat  uneven  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  m-eat  market 
this  past  week,  with  spring  leunb,  SK.oked  and  canned  ham  and  picnics  in  best  demand, 
Lj^ghtwei|;ht  beef  and  lamb  and  Good  veal  and  calf  carcasses^  have  been  in  light 
supply.    In  contrast,  beef  loins  and  ribs_  have  been  in  large  supply.    The  few  price 
changes  included  a  |1,  00  to  §2,00  per  hundredY-eight  hike  on  beof  £punds>  _lo_lris_,  and 
chucks;  a  •iJl.OO  to  §2,00  per  hundredweight  price  drop  on  fresh  calf  carcasses  I  and 
a  $2,00  per  hundredweight  drop  on  s_pring  '^■^^  s-^"^^  ^^'^'^■'£2^1  P^^-L?'^* 

Butter  — 

Ample  supplies  of  butter  arc  in  slow  demand  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale 
market.    Prices  are  unchanged  from  a  Yroek  ago,  with  Grades  A&AA(lst  Quality) 
quoted  to  retailers  at  64-1/2  to  67  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints, 
and  Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  quoted  at  62-l/2  to  60-I/2  cents.    Although  western  butter 
production  for  the  week  ended  April  6  gained  only  1-pcrcent  over  the  previous  week. 


-  2  - 

Eggs  — 

Bgg  prices,  too,  are  unchanged  from  a  Treek  ago.    Grade  "A"  Large  are  quoted 
to  retailors  at  42  to  43  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons;  Grade  "A"  Mediums  at  39  to  40 
cents  per  dozen;  and  Grade  "xi"  Smalls  at  52  to  34  cents  per  dozen.    Despite  a  good 
Easter  demand,  supplies  are  plentiful.     Surplus  eggs  continue  to  move  into  cold 
storage, 

Poultj:^;^  — 

With  Easter  past,  demand  for  dressed  poultry  has  slackened  off  to  a  slo\7  pace. 
Prices  are  cn  a  doTvTii7atd  trend,  v/ith  broilers  selling  1-cent  per  pound  lower,  as 
are  all  v/cights  of  fryers,    Leghorn  hens  (all  v^eights)  are  dovm  2  cents  per  pound 
beloY;  a  y:eek  ago.     Supplies  are  more  than  ample, 

*  *  * 
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TTHAT»S  mm  IN  THE  IIARIOETS? 
J    /  ^.  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  April  21,  1950) 

{j  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Apr.  18  The  Best  Buy  line-up  from  the  vegetable  bin 

includes  asparagus,  r ound -typ e  c abb age ,  oelery,  and  dry  onions  (especially  yellow 
Globes  and  Australian  Broims). 

Good  Buys  this  week  are  carrots,  art i choke 3_  (slightly  higher),  cauliflower 
(slightly  higher),  peas,  spinaj^h,  soft  squash,  and  hothouse  rhubarb  from 
Washington. 

Lettuce  is  a  Fair  Buy, 

In  the  fruit  division,  the  mnter  fruits  are  slowly  but  surely  giving  y/ay  to 

spring  arrivals.    The  first  cherri_e_5_  (knoim  as  early  Chinese  or  Japanese  cherries) 

have  arrived  from  Vacaville.    They're  very  small.    St^rawb e r r i e s  are  nov/  coming  in 

from  practically  all  districts  of  the  state  —  San  Jose,  Fresno,  ITatsonville, 

San  Luis  Obispo,  San  Diego,  Los  Angeles.    And  we've  had  some  pineapples  arriving 

by  boat  from  Hawaii,  as  well  as  some  mangoes  from  Florida, 

no 

While  there  are/so -called  Best  Buys  aiaong  the  fruits,  there  are  several 
Good  Buys  —  including  Winter  Nelis  pears ^  Moxican  bananas,  NeT,-jtoTm  apples,  and 
Imperial  Valley  g r ap e fru ijb . 

Lemons  are  a  Fair  Buy,  along  vath  oranges  (both  Valenoias  and  Navels), 

Meat  — 

Generally,  trading  has  been  slovj-  to  fair  in  the  San  Francisco  vfholesale  meat 

market.    Beef  has  been  in  best  demand,  vdth  beef  loins  and  ribs  selling  Jl.OO  to 

$2,00  higher  per  hundredvreight.    Supplies  of  veal  and  calf  have  been  more  than 

ample  for  demand  at  unchanged  prices,  v;hile  fresh  pork  cuts  have  moved  slov/ly. 

Attempts  early  last  week  to  boost  the  price  of  spring  lamb  §2.00  per  hundredweight 

failed,  and  spring  lamb  dropped  §2.00  per  hundredweight.    All  other  classes  have 

held  unchanged  in  price  from  a  v/eek  ago. 

MORS 


I.  ■  i 
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Butter  — 

TherQ^s  a  somewhat  better  demand  for  generous  supplies  of  butter.  "Western 
production  for  the  week  ended  April  15  gained  another  6  percent  to  a  level  14 
percent  above  a  year  ago.    Prices  are  unchanged  from  last  week,  with  Grades  AMA 
(1st  Quality)  quoted  to  retailers  at  64-l/2  to  67  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of 
l/4:-lb,  prints,  and  Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  at  62-l/2  to  63-1/2  cents  per  pound  in 
cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints. 

Eggs  — 

In  the  egg  market,  volume  of  receipts  of  local  eggs  indicates  that  the 
production  seasonal  peak  is  here.    Following  the  very  good  demand  that  existed  for 
Easter,  demand  has  been  only  fair.    As  a  result,  surpluses  of  all  sizes  have  been 
moving  into  storage.    Prices  arc  unchanged  from  last  week.    Quotations  to  retailers 
are?    Grade  "A"  Largo,  42  to  43  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons;  Grade  "A"  Medium,  39 
to  40  oents5  and  Grade  "A"  Small,  32  to  34  cents. 

Poultry  — 

Even  though  demand  has  been  only  moderate  for  drossod  poultry  since  Easter, 
supplies  of  all  sizes  of  fryers  and  roasters  weighing  4  pounds  and  over  have  been 
short  of  demand.    Prices  have  fluctuated  somewhat,  so  that  broilers  are  down 
1-cent  per  pound,  small  fryers  are  up  1-cent,  and  heavy  hens  are  doTm  1-cent  per 
pound  from  a  week  ago^    Supplies  of  squabs  are  also  short  of  full  demand,  but 
prices  have  held  unchanged.    All  other  classes  are  unchanged  from  a  vreek  ago, 

*  *  * 
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^  WHAT»S  NET/S  IN  THE  L1ARKETS? 

(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  vreek  ended  April  28,  1950) 

1*1. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Apr,  25  Probably  the  best  news  about  fruits  this  week  is 

that  the  first  Imperial  Valley  cantaloups  have  arrived  in  the  market.    They* re 
small,  and  prices  are  high,  but  it  means  that  the  cantaloup  season  will  soon  be 
here. 

Good  Buys  of  the  week  are  Winter  Nelis  pears  and  Mexican  bananas. 
Among  the  Pair  Buys  are  strawberries,  lemons,  oranges,  grapefruit  from 

Imperial  and  Coaohella  valleys,  and  Newtovm  apples. 

Lettuce  has  dropped  in  price  to  become  a  Best  Buy,  along  Tdth  cauliflower, 

peas,  dry  onions,  and  cabbage. 

Good  Buys  include  soft  squash,  carrots,  hothouse  rhubarb,  and  tomatoes  (lower). 
Among  the  week's  Fair  Buys  are  higher  priced  asparagus,  artichokes  (higher), 

and  Valentine  snap  beans  from  the  Coaohella  Valley, 
Meat  — 

Last  week's  warm  weather  upset  somevfhat  the  fairly  good  demand  for  meat  in 
the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market.     Good  grade  beef  moved  v/ell,  however,  and  . 
practically  all  of  the  400  head  of  Good  and  Choice  Junior  Livestock  Show  carcasses 
moved  into  retail  channels.    Moderate  supplies  of  spring  lamb,  veal  and  calf  failed 
to  clear  completely,  but  pork  cuts  sold  surprisingly  well  —  considering  the 
higher  temperatures.    Prices  were  little  changed  from  the  previous  week,  although 
Good  steer  beef  advanced  |1,00  per  hundredweight.     Good  hindquarters  and  rounds 
of  beef  also  went  up  |1, 00  to  $2,00  per  hundredweight,  while  ewe  mutton  dropped 
$1«00  to  |2^ 00  per  hundredweight.    Smoked  horns  gained  |1,00  per  hundredweight^ 
Refined  lard  packed  in  1-lb.  cartons  dropped  50  cents  per  hundredweight, 

MORE 


Butter 

In  the  San  Franoisoo  wholesale  market  an  improved  demand  for  Grade  B(90  Score) 
butter  upped  the  quotation  to  "retailers  l-cent  to  a  l«vel  of  63-1/2  to  64-1/2  cents 
per  pound  in  oartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints.    Top  grades  held  unchanged,  with  Grades 
A&AA(lst  Quality)  quoted  to  retailers  at  64-1/2  to  67  cents.    Western  production 
has  continued  to  increase. 

Ep;gs 

With  local  egg  production  at  a  high  point  for  the  season,  supplies  are  fully- 
ample  for  the  moderate  demand.     Surplus  eggs  are  moving  into  storage.    Prices  are 
unchanged  from  a  week  ago,  with  Grade  "A"  Large  quoted  to  retailers  at  42  to  43 
cents  per  dozen  in  cartons;  Grade  "A"  Mediums  at  39  to  40  cents;  and  Grade  "A" 
Smalls  at  32  to  34  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons. 

Poultry 

Higher  prices  for  dressed  poultry  have  met  with  some  resistance  in  the 
San  Francisco  wholesale  market,  but  demand  has  continued  fairly  good.    Demand  has 
increased  for  broilers  and  hens  due  to  higher  prices  on  other  classes  of  young 
chickens.    Broilers  are  up  l-cent  per  pound  from  a  week  ago,  ii/hile  small  fryers 
are  up  2  cents,  and  large  fryers  and  roasters  are  3  cents  higher.    All  other 
classes  are  unchanged, 

^  ^  ^ 
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